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Trinity Lutheran Church and School
300 Broad Street
s Menasha, WI 54952
Church Phone: (920) 722-2662 School Phone: (920) 725-1715

Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am to 3:00 pm
ﬁ Trinity
i Letbean = Website: www.trinitymenasha.com

Luth
1~ School o .
= %#_ Worship Services:
] oo  Saturday - 5:00 pm; Sunday - 9:00 am
Education Hour: Sunday - 10:30 am
Services will continue to be available for streaming on Trinity's Facebook page. Check

the church website for more details.
IMPORTANT DATES IN MAY

May 5:  4:00 PM — 8 PM CULVERS DINE OUT

May 6:  6:30 PM Board Meetings

May 9:  7:00 PM Hymn Sing

May 10:  9:30 AM Food Pantry

May 9:  7:00 PM Hymn Sing

May 11: MOTHERS DAY

May 14:  6:30 PM BOD Meeting

May 18: 1:00 PM RECITAL

May 20: 5:30 PM Ladies Aid/Hors d’ oeuvre,
Salad & Dessert meeting

May 22:  6:00 Pm 8th Grade Graduation

May 23: LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

=

9:00 AM Closing Service & Awards
NOON DISMISSAL

May 24:  9:30 AM Food Pantry
May 26: MEMORIAL DAY Church Office Closed

May 27:  5:00 PM Timber Rattler Game
May 29:  7:00 PM Ascension Service, Peace
Lutheran Church, Neenah

Our Mission Statement:

Trinity Lutheran Church and School, Menasha, is a fellowship of Lutheran Christians being empowered by the Holy
Spirit through the Word of God and His Sacraments to encourage, refresh, and strengthen both adults and children in
the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, while sharing His love with those who do not yet know their Lord and Savior.

Senior Pastor: Choir Director:

¥ Rev. Steven S. Billings Mrs. Connie Henkel
Organist/Music
Coordinator:
Mrs. Nancy Lephar

LUTHERAN CHURCH T,
i morint it A Assoc. Pastor/Principal:
¥ Rev. Keith E. GeRue




WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES - MAY 2025

05/01 CORRENTE, Nicholas & Margaret 05/15 SCHRAMPFER, Martin & Karen
05/05 SCHULTZ, Dan* & JoAnn 05/18 FUCHS, Joshua &Hannah
05/08 KOHLER, Todd & Heather* 05/19 MLODIK, Mitchell & Sarah

05/11 DEHNE, Rev. Jim & Valerie
05/12 PUES, Vance & Michelle

05/22 BRADLEY, Randy & LUAnn

BIRTHDAYS - MAY 2025

05/02 BIAGINI, Marcus
05/02 CORRENTE, Allison
05/02 REICHERT, Andrew
05/03 BUKSYK, Bruce
05/03 EMERY, Michael
05/03 MESSENGER, Jozlynn
05/04 AMOND, Douglas
05/04 KAYE, Gary

05/05 KOBS, Rachel

05/05 SEDLOCK, Brooklyn
05/07 BRICCO, Lucille
05/07 SIEGEL, Emma
05/07 UPCHURCH, Jaidyn
05/07 WRAY, Joseph
05/08 KAYE, Teresa

05/09 DAHMS, Daniel
05/09 HERTZIGER, Blake
05/10 BIELEFELD, Ronald

05/12 MAHONEY, Brian 05/24 LARSON, Brock

05/12 WIECK, Devin 05/24 MOHR, Olivia

05/12 WIECK, Kelsey 05/24 STEUERWALD, Madison
05/13 HARRMANN, Tom 05/25 O’'CONNOR, Gregory
05/13 MEVERDEN, Betsy 05/25 WRIGHT, Cameron
05/14 TUCKER, Richard 05/26 WUNDERLICH, Konner
05/15 SIEGEL, Oliver 05/28 REINKE, Joan

05/16 BRADLEY, LUAnn 05/28 DUTTER, Evelyn

05/16 JOERNDT, Mae 05/29 KOLLMAN, Sandra
05/17 THOMAS, Rachel 05/30 BURSACK, Debra

05/18 DRUM, Tom 05/30 HOPFENSPERGER, Colyn

05/18 WEINIG, Elaine
05/19 WEINIG, Lee

05/20 WRAY, Parker
05/22 BIELEFELD, Patricia
05/22 SICKELS, Ericka
05/23 SICKELS, Ambrose
05/24 BELLMAN, Claire
05/24 GEHRT, Edward

*For I know that my Redeemer [ives, and at the (ast He will stand upon the earth. *°And after my skin has been thus
destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God. Job 19:25-26

Members Who Have Passed: Franklin Erdmann April 7t, 2025 l\

T Trinity Membership Update & ‘”

Released/Transfers Out: Baptisms:

Norman Wright April 22", 2025




Serving Our Lord with Gladness — May 2025

Senior Pastor: Rev. Steven S. Billings

Associate Pastor/Principal: Rev. Keith E. GeRue

Worship Elder on Communion
Date/Time Acolyte Duty Assistant Usher Captain Greeter Altar Guild
May 3: 5:00 PM l?ayjcon Lenth Rgbert Allen Steve I_Qemke Gast/Corrente Dan & Peggy .Dahms Jean Zeinert
May 4: 9:00 AM Richie Sprouse Michael Bekx Paul Collingwood . Rosemary Collingwood -
Dave Collingwood Gail Burrows
May 10: 5:00 PM Sydney Gast Robert Allen lan Thomas Roger Voigt JoAnn Schultz Jean Zeinert
May 11: 9:00 AM Simon Kroes Michael Bekx Josiah Nielsen Steve Sexmith Jane Nielsen Gail Burrows
May 17: 5:00 PM Payton Lenth Robert Allen Dan Siebert Tom Harrmann Betty Allen Jean Zeinert
May 18: 9:00 AM Richie Sprouse Michael Bekx Blaine Henkel Lee Weinig Liz Kamprath Gail Burrows
May 24: 5:00 PM Sydney Gast Robert Allen Vance Pues Jerry Maynard Barbara Kester Jean Zeinert
May 25: 9:00 AM Robbie Kohler Michael Bekx Dave Collingwood Jim Wittman Connie Henkel Craig & Jill Thomas
May 31: 5:00 PM Sydney Gast Robert Allen Vern Jahsman Gast/Corrente Dan & Peggy Dahms Jean Zeinert

\

Trinity Altar Guild Volunteers Needed: Serving the Lord means being completely devoted
in all service to the Lord and His people. [t means obeying and enjoying our relationship with God as our Heavenly
Father. To serve the Lord with our whole being means that the spirit, soul, and body all participate in the service
to the Lord. All believers are called on to serve the Lord.

Setting the Lord’s Table is truly an honor and blessing. Please contact Mary Conradt (920) 882-8676 or Jean Zeinert
at (920) 722-2662 and let us know if you would like to help.

~




Trinity Lutheran Church & School
Church Phone: (920) 722-2662
School Phone: (920) 725-1715

MAY 2025

Church Office Hours:

Monday-Friday, 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Email: ChurchAdmin@trinitymenasha.com

Sumnday Monday Tuesday Wedmnesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
6:00 AM Men’s Bible PS3 - 3"4Grade 5:00 PM Divine Service
Study Noon Dismissal
5:15 pm Handbell 4th -8th Grades
Rehearsal Track Meet
/Oshkosh
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:00 AM Divine Service Rev. Billings’ Sabbath 6:30 AM Ladies Bible 5:00 PM Catechism 6:00 AM Men’s Bible 9:30 AM Food Pantry
10:30 AM Educ. 9:00 AM Sewing Study Study 12:30 PM Postal
Hour/Sunday School 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM Dine Out 3:45 PM Running Club 3:45 PM Running Club Carrier Food Drive
Culvers, Neenah 6:30 PM Board Meetings 5:15 PM Handbell 5:00 PM Divine Service
5:00 PM Adult Educ. Class Rehearsal
6:00 PM Prayer Time 6:00 PM Choir
6:30 PM Women'’s Bible Study Rehearsal
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
MOTHERS DAY Rev. Billings’ Sabbath 6:30 AM Ladies Bible 5:00 PM Catechism 6:00 AM Men’s Bible West Bloomfield 5:00 PM Divine Service
9:00 AM Divine Service 9:00 AM Sewing Study 6:30 PM Choir Study Track meet
10:30 AM Educ. 5:00 PM Adult Educ. Class 5:00 PM Legacy Workshop Rehearsal 5:15 PM Handbell 3rd - 8th Grade
Hour/Sunday School 6:00 PM Prayer Time Presented by Thrivent Rehearsal
6:30 PM Women’s Bible Study | 6:30 PM BOD Mtg
PASTORS’ CONFERENCE D>
7t-8th Grade CHICAGO
TRIP >
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:00 AM Divine Service Rev. Billings’ Sabbath 6:30 AM Ladies Bible 5:00 PM Cathechism 6:00 AM Men’s Bible 9:00 AM Closing 9:30 AM Food Pantry
10:30 AM Educ. 9:00 AM Sewing Study 6:30 PM Choir Study Chapel / Awards 5:00 PM Divine Service
Hour/Sunday School 5:00 PM Adult Educ. Class 5:30 PM Ladies Aid Rehearsal 6:00 PM 8™ GRADE LAST DAY OF
2:00PM RECITAL 6:00 PM Prayer Time Meeting: Hors d’ oeuvre & GRADUATION SCHOOL
6:30 PM Women'’s Bible Study | Dessert NOON
DISMISSAL
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9:00 AM Divine Service 6:30 AM Ladies Bible 5:00 PM Catechism 6:00 AM Men’s Bible
10:30 AM Educ. MEMORIAL  oppices | Study Study
Hour/Sunday School DAY, cLosep | T-Rattler Game/ 7:00 PM ASCENSION
5:00PM Picnic SERVICE @ PEACE

LUTHERAN, NEENAH




1 — Funeral or No Funeral?

Many people today say that they don’t want
to have a church funeral. “l don’t want anyone
to make a fuss,” some say. “I'm a private
person,” one dying woman said to me. This
kind of thinking is decidedly wrong-headed.

A church funeral is not about “making a
fuss.” It’s not, technically speaking, principally
about the deceased person. It’s about rejoicing
in the life of faith which Christ lived out in that
person’s day-to-day living. It's also about
serving the family of the one who has died, by
reassuring them of the promise of the
resurrection for those who have died in the
Faith. There is no better comfort for those
suffering the loss of a loved one than to hear
the tender words of Christ, “He who believes in
Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever
lives and believes in Me will never die” (John
11:26). When considering this question, | urge
you to think of your loved ones and do not
deprive them of the peace God intends for
them to have at the end of your life.

2 — Funeral Service at the Church or the
Funeral Home?

Just as the words of Christ are important to
hear at the time of loss, so too is the context in
which they are heard. A funeral is a worship
service, praising God for the assurance given
us in the death and resurrection of Jesus.
Since Jesus is the focus — not the deceased
person — the best context for the service
praising Him is the church. There, surrounded
by the reminders both of the faith in which the
person lived and the house of God in which
they worshiped their Savior, God gives a peace
that cannot be given in a place as sterile as
most funeral homes. Funeral homes are not

Death and Burial

This month | would like to give voice to some concerns that have been
weighing on me for some time regarding the developing attitudes of
many Christians on the issue of funerals and burial. Much of the
secular worldview seems to be invading the hearts and minds of God’s
people. | would like to address some of these matters in this article.

houses of worship. Your church is. Please
bear that in mind.

3 — To Cremate or Not to Cremate

It is becoming increasingly common for
Christians to choose cremation over burial.
There are several problems with this.

While not expressly forbidden in Scripture,
it must be known that burial has, until relatively
recent times, been the normal practice of the
church. Cremation, on the other hand, stems
from paganism. A Christian would do well to
ask, “Why would I, as a Christian, want my
body to be treated like an unbeliever?”

| gather that some, if not most, of the
motivation for this comes down to cost; it is
typically cheaper to be cremated as opposed to
being buried. But doesn’t it sound crass to say,
“We’re giving Mom the cheapest disposition we
can find?” Maybe Mom is okay with that, but
should she be?

There is also a popular misconception
about the process of cremation. Most people
think that the body is simply burned and what
remains are ashes. This is not true. Bones
don’t burn so easily, so they are then
pulverized (ground up) into ashes.

What | hope you will consider is this: As a
Christian, your body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). Shouldn’t such atemple be
treated with loving care, even after your soul
has departed? It may no longer be His temple,
but it once was. Is burning it and grinding it up
the most respecitful treatment? | can’t say that
it is. Can you? Please consider this when
making your funeral plans. *I-

Humbly in His service,
Rev. Steven S. Billings
Senior Pastor



From the School Principal

A Summer This ’'n That Some things of note . . .

1.
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In the month of June, | will be on Army Active Training for 17 days. This is my last AT as
| finish up 22 years of Army Chaplaincy in July.
| will betaking a couple of weeks’ vacation this summer.
We are working on calling a 7t"-8" grade teacher for the 2025-2026 school year.
We are working on balancing the budget at Trinity.
Graduation is quickly approaching and we have 4 graduates. They are Simon Kroes,
Jamarion Lunde, William Porter, and Noah Vanden Bloomer. Congratulations!
When you travel or go on vacation, don’t forget church! Don’t take the Sunday off. Make
finding a good church to go to part of your pre-vacation planning! If you need help, Pastor
Billings and GeRue would be more than happy to help find a place for you to attend where
you will be. And don’t forget to bring back the bulletin! We often get good ideas from them
for our own church. Thanks!
Enjoy your summer. Take some time to rest and relax. Pray for your fellow members of
Trinity.

Thank God for all His goodness to you, and all that He has provided for you. You are

precious! Both to Him, and to us.

His servant and yours,
Pastor GeRue

What’s happening around The School

May 1 9:00 am School Devotion May 13 9:00 am School Devotions
12:15 pm FVLHS 3rd—5th Menasha Track Meet
Fox Meadows 1st-2nd 3:45 pm Running Club
3:45 pm Running Club May 14 9:00 am School Devotions
May 2  Trinity Oshkosh Track Meet May 15 9:00 am School Devotions
4th-8th Grades 3:45 pm Running Club
PS3-3rd Grade Field Day May 16 West Bloomfield Track Meet
PS3-3rd Noon Dismissal 31-6™" Grades
May 5 9:00 am School Devotions PS3 Fun Day
5:00 pm Adult Information May 19 9:00 am School Devotions
Class 5:00 pm Adult Information
May 6 9:00 am School Devotion Class
3:45 pm Running Club May 20 9:00 am School Devotions
May 7  9:00 am Chapel May 21 9:00 am School Chapel
May 8 9:00 am School Devotion May 22 9:00 am School Devotions
3:45 pm Running Club 6:00 pm Graduation
May 9 9:00 am School Devotion May 23 Last Day of School
2:00 pm Race Car visit 9:00 am Closing Chapel /
May 11-13 7th—8th Graders Chicago Awards
May 12 9:00 am School Devotions 12:00 noon Dismissal

THANKS FOR BEING A PART OF THE TRINITY FAMILY




TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH - FINANCIAL REPORT MAR. 2025

BEGINNING BALANCE DEPOSITS/INCOME  WITHDRAWALS/EXPENSES ENDING BALANCE

Ministry Fund $21,119.23 $110,039.84 ($116,364.59) $14,794.48
Nicolet Restricted Funds*  $41,068.80 $43,995.26 ($5,188.31) $79,875.75
LCMS Endowment Fund** $127,957.80 $127,957.80
LCEF Steward Fund $19.72 $19.72
Pastors' Appeal MM $24,152.82 $7,448.75 ($8,000.00) $23,601.57
Schwab Wealth*** $52,008.76 $52,008.76

Nicolet Memorial Fund $8,890.01 $0.76 $8,890.77
Nicolet Office Acct $3,439.74 $1.46 $3,441.20
Nicolet Scrip $6,299.55 $22,953.57 ($19,816.80) $9,436.32
TOTAL $284,956.43 $184,439.64 ($149,369.70) $320,026.37
LCEF Mortgage (BOTR) $810,498.74 (3,444.36) $807,054.38

Thank you to all who participated in the Pastors’ Appeal effort. Over $132,000 was raised for the
Ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church and School.

Please continue to remember Trinity in your regular tithes and offerings.
Praise God!




Estate Preservation for the Next Generation

This session is designed for our clients and their adult beneficiaries to help address their concerns about aging parent. We
encourage you to invite any or all of your beneficiaries to attend. This is sponsored by the Board of Outreach & Social Ministry and

presented by Thrivent.

Tuesday, May 13, Holidays Pub & Grill
300 N Richmond St, Appleton

5:00 PM Doors open, buffet upon arrival
6:00 PM Exclusive webinar viewing

RSVP at: https://bit.ly/May13EstatePlan

LADIES AID/LWML Updates

The month of April gave the ladies here at Trinity many opportunities to serve our congregation and our community. There were two funerals
that the ladies helped to prepare and serve food to the families of those who have passed; James Frank Wolter and Frank Erdmann.

The Brat Fry held at the Boss’s residence on April 25 & 26 included a bounty of baked goods created by the ladies and the opportunity to
work the brat stand and the bake sale. Our community responded positively purchasing all that the Lord had provided so much so that the
proceeds from this event totaled $6,874.75 all going to support the Stained Window Restoration. We are truly blessed!

On April 28, thirteen members of our group attended the Zone 11 2025 Spring Rally at Peace Lutheran Church in Neenah the theme was
“God’s Comfort”. We were treated to a presentation of the “Comfort Dogs” of Faith Lutheran Church in Appleton. We met Hager and her
handlers (what a beautiful dog) and learned of the ministry work they provide right here in our communities offering comfort to help ease the
pain and suffering of those affected by crisis.

Our May 19 event is our Hors d'oeuvre, salad and dessert supper, which is a wonderful potluck. For fun we plan to play white elephant
bingo. We encourage the ladies of our congregation to attend this event to better learn to know your sisters in Christ. We will start the
meeting at 5:30 PM and as our guest you do not need to bring a dish to pass as there is always plenty. The mission of our Ladies
Aid/Lutheran Women in Mission group is that we are a fellowship of the women of Trinity Lutheran Church committed to serving our Lord,
our congregation, and our community while promoting and supporting relationships among women. We joyfully proclaim Christ, support
missions, and equip women to honor Christ by serving others. It is truly our joy to serve others here at home and around the world. And that

is what our Savior commands!
: Lutheran Women in Mission



Thank You ...

Thanks be to God — our TOTAL

(This included $S from Thrivent Action Teams
— Thank you, Thrivent)

Thank Yoeu ALL who ordered
Lamb Cakes and donated $§

Hope you thoroughly enjoyed your pound cakes!

We’re on our way to save-save-saving for
another octave of handbells!

Plesse keep praying for great vesults
in our Handbell Fund growing!

T 7 Rose — Handbell Director

Loveto Cing? 2

. Join us on May 9" (Friday night)

Jl  at7pm to experience
Trinity Monthiy Friday Hymn-Sing!
Pastor B will begin with a brief devotion

Foliowed by Call-Quts from YOU!
2 & What’s YOUR favorite hymn??

f] we’ll keep picking people to call out their
fovorite hymns, ond sing 2+ stonzas ... for an hour!)
Oh ... Reception follows in the Narthex!! J]

Any questions, call or see
Bart, 920-734-8843 or Rose, 608-213-2644

CIRRCUIT-WIDE ASCENSION DAY SERVICE On Thursday, May 29th the congregations of our Circuit will
gather to celebrate the Ascension of Our Lord. The service will take place at 7:00 PM, Peace Lutheran
Church, 1228 Park Ave., Neenah, WI will serve as host. Rev. Al Bramstadt, Pastor, Divine Savior, N.
Fond du Lac, WI; will be our guest preacher. There will be a Mass Choir made up of choirs from
congregations of the Circuit. Pastors of our Circuit congregations will be participating in the service.

The offering, to be gathered as you enter the sanctuary and to be presented to the Lord as a part of
the service, will be forwarded to a mission to be decided by the Circuit pastors in their September

meeting.

Come and join fellow brothers and sisters in Christ of our Circuit in celebrating this great event of our

TRINITY RUMMAGE / CHILI SALE
A special THANK YOU to all supported this year’s
Rummage sale on April 25 & 26 hosted by Betsy
Meverden.
Whether you donated your gently used items,
help set-up tents and tables and then took them
down. If you baked cookies or cashiered the sale
was a huge success bringing in proceeds of
$1042.50 all going to the Stained Window
Restoration project. The Lord has truly blessed
us with a congregation and a community that is
SO supportive.




STAINED WINDOW RESTORATON — FUNDRAISER EVENTS

EASTER BREAKFAST

We wish to thank everyone who made our Easter Breakfast a success. There were so many of you that just
walked in and asked, “How can we help?” Betsy Meverden made certain that our tables were
beautifully reflective of the joy of Easter. Everyone’s help made the breakfast such a blessing. Easter
morning, we served 90 people. We hope and pray it was a blessing to you and your families also. The
funds raised were $358. Thank you all so very much!
The Stained-Glass Restoration Committee

BRAT FRY / BAKE SALE
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Itis with deep gratitude and much joy that we thank our Trinity Family for your support of our 4/25,4/26
brat fry and bake sale. There were those of you that worked many hours to plan, prepare, set up and
then work at the event and clean-up. There were those who baked their hearts out for the bountiful
bake sale, there were those who donated cash or food and beverage items. There were those who
prayed for good weather and many customers. Whatever you did, it helped and was appreciated
beyond words. The James and Cari Boss Family provided the perfect location and huge garage. The
Lord provided the perfect weather conditions and sent us lots of happy customers. It was truly days
the Lord had made with lots of loving fellowship and fun; His presence was felt. We sold out of
everything and had proceeds of $6874.75 Praise God and thank you Trinity Family!
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Organ news

Dear friends of the Pipe Organ;

You may have heard we are
having a few issues with our
beautiful Moller organ. The
Gedacht bass pouches have
reached a time of re-
leathering. Age has caused
hardening and possible micro

holes which may cause
different response times or
incomplete pouch movement.

Our Organist(s) have been able to keep these problems from
disrupting our worship. We are working to schedule a complete
inspection and arrange repairs. As you can guess, there are not too
many people qualified to work on a vintage instrument such as our
Moller. Wahl Organ Builders have been caring for us since the
rebuild and have recommended another pipe organ builder who
may be able to help us in a more timely fashion than he is able to.

Thank you to all who have contributed and continue to contribute to
the care of our wonderful pipe organ. Your generosity is greatly
appreciated by the Board of Worship and the congregation. Without
you we would not be able to pursue the repairs without a lot of worry
about how to pay for them.

The Board of Worship

& Friends of the Pipe Organ.
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TRINITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL GAME DAY!
Tuesday, May 27 @ 6:40 p.m.

Reserved Section: 106

/ Link to Reserve Tickets: \
https://www.gofevo.com/event/TrinitylutheranM25

You can also share this link with family and friends!

We receive 20% back to our school if tickets are purchased
Qhrough this link for the Trinity Game Day on May 27! j

We will have a picnic before at the parking lot area. Watch for details
in Tiger Tracks or FastDirect in May.

Timber Rattlers vs Peoria Chiefs

May 27, 2025 6:40 PM CDT

() Neuroscience Group Field at Fox Cities Stadium
2400 N Casaloma Dr, Appleton, WI 54913, US


https://www.gofevo.com/event/TrinitylutheranM25

